
Office of the Mayor 
Rodger Bonneau 

October 7, 2020 

Sent via E-mail 

Re: Cannabis Production 

Dear Ministers, Members of Parliament, and Members of Provincial Parliament, 

Please be advised that the Council for the Corporation of the Township of Asphodel-
Norwood passed the following resolution at its regular meeting of September 22, 2020: 

Motion No. 239/20 | Moved by: Councillor Walsh | Seconded by: Deputy Mayor Burtt 

WHEREAS the Ontario Federation of Agriculture has adopted the position that licenced 
cannabis production for medical and/or recreational-use purposes should be considered 
a farming activity; 

AND WHEREAS the Government of Canada introduced Bill C-45 (the Cannabis Act) to 
create the foundation for a comprehensive national framework to provide restricted 
access to regulated cannabis, and to control its production, distribution, sale, importation, 
exportation, and possession; 

AND WHEREAS Section 7 of the Cannabis Act requires that any person who intends to 
submit an application for a licence for cultivation, a licence for processing, or a licence for 
sale that authorizes the possession of cannabis must provide written notice to: a) The 
local government, b) The local fire authority, and c) The local police force or the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police detachment responsible for providing policing services to the 
area in which the site is referred to in the application; 

AND WHEREAS Section 35(1) of the Act requires a holder of a licence for cultivation, a 
licence for processing, or a licence for sale that authorizes the possession of cannabis to 
provide a written notice to the local authorities within 30 days of issuance, amendment, 
suspension, reinstatement or revocation of a licence and provide a copy of said notice to 
the Minister; and 
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FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Township of Asphodel-Norwood requests a 
governing body in cannabis production that: 

1. Takes a unified approach to land use planning restrictions;

2. Enforces the regulations under the Cannabis Act on behalf of the licencing agency
and ensures local authorities are in fact provided with notification of any licence
issuance, amendment, suspension, reinstatement, or revocation within their
region;

3. Communicates more readily with local governments; and

4. Provides local governments with more support.

AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Township of Asphodel-Norwood will 
forward this motion to the following partners: All municipalities in Ontario, the MP and 
MPP of Northumberland-Peterborough South, the MP and MPP of Peterborough-
Kawartha, the Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, and the Minister of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food with the request that they enact legislation to support local 
governments with land use management and enforcement issues. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Rodger Bonneau, Mayor 
Township of Asphodel-Norwood 

c. E. Hardeman, Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs
M. Bibeau, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food
D. Piccini, MPP Northumberland-Petrborough South
P. Lawrence, MP Northumberland-Petrborough South
D. Smith, MPP Peterborough –Kawartha
M. Monsef, MP Peterborough-Kawartha
All municipalities in Ontario



Township of Blandford-Blenheim 

47 Wilmot Street South 
Drumbo, Ontario  N0J 1G0 

Phone:   519-463-5347 
Fax:       519-463-5881 
Web:      www.blandfordblenheim.ca 

October 13, 2020 

Emailed to the Federal Minister of Health, Federal Minister of Justice and Attorney General, Federal Minister of 
Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, Oxford MP, Oxford MPP, the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario and all municipalities in Ontario. 

Re: Unlicensed and unmonitored cannabis grow operations 

Please be advised that at the Regular Meeting of Council on October 7th, 2020, the Council of the Township of 
Blandford-Blenheim passed the following resolution: 

Resolution Number: 2020-14 
Moved by: Councillor Nancy Demarest 
Seconded by: Councill Bruce Banbury 

“That Whereas unlicensed and unmonitored cannabis grow operations have increasingly become a 
problem in communities in Ontario as well as across the Country; and, 

Whereas these operations are allowed to establish with little or no consultation with the local 
community and municipalities are often only made aware of their existence after conflicts arise with 
neighboring land owners; and,  

Whereas loopholes in existing Federal legislation allow these large scale grow op’s to establish and 
operate without any of the regulations or protocols that licensed and monitored operations need to 
adhere to, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of Blandford-Blenheim urges the Federal 
Government to amend the legislation under which these facilities operate to ensure the safety and 
rights of the local communities in which they are situated are respected; and, 

That this resolution be forwarded to the Federal Minister of Health, Federal Minister of Justice and 
Attorney General, Federal Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, Oxford MP, Oxford 
MPP, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario and all municipalities in Ontario.” 

Regards, 

Sarah Matheson 
Deputy Clerk 
Township of Blandford-Blenheim 



October 27, 2020 

Municipality of Tweed 
(Sent via email) 
clerk@tweed.ca  

RE: SUPPORT RESOLUTION FROM THE MUNICIPALITY OF TWEED, CANNABIS 
PRODUCTION FACILITIES, THE CANNABIS ACT AND HEALTH CANADA 
GUIDELINES 

Please be advised that Council for the Corporation of the Town of Lincoln at Special 
Council Meeting held on October 26, 2020, endorsed and passed the following motion 
in support of the Municipality of Tweed’s motion (attached) regarding Cannabis 
Production Facilities, the Cannabis Act and Health Canada Guidelines that was passed 
on August 25, 2020.  

Moved by: Councillor J.D. Pachereva; Seconded by: Councillor Paul MacPherson 

THAT Council support the correspondence item as attached from the 
Municipality of Tweed regarding Cannabis Production.  

CARRIED 

Sincerely, 

Julie Kirkelos 
Town Clerk 
jkirkelos@lincoln.ca 

cc: Prime Minister of Canada 
Health Canada 
Premier of the Province of Ontario 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Ontario Provincial Police 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
All municipalities within the Province of Ontario 



Resolution No. 

Title: 

Date: 

Moved by 

Seconded by 

Municipality of Tweed Council Meeting 

.1t(j. 
County of Hastings and County of Lennox & Addington 

Tuesday,August25,2020 

J. Flieler 

J. Palmateer 

WHEREAS the Government of Canada passed the Cannabis Act S.C. 2018, c. 16 legislation legalizing 
properties to grow a maximum of 4 plants without a licence; and 

WHEREAS Health Canada issues licences for medicinal cannabis production that are specific to set 
properties without municipal consultation and regardless of land use zoning by-laws; and 

WHEREAS pharmaceutical companies and industries are required to follow strict regulations and 
governing legislation to produce medicinal products including Narcotic Control Regulations C.R.C., c 
1041 and Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (Police Enforcement) Regulations SOR/9-234; and 

WHEREAS Municipalities are authorized under the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, C. P 13 to pass a 
comprehensive zoning by-law that is in compliance with the appropriate County Official Plan which 
must be in compliance with the Provincial Policy Statement, Under The Planning Act, 2020; and 

WHEREAS the Provincial Policy Statement, Official Plan and Zoning By-Law in effect for each area is 
designed to secure the long-term safety and best use of the land, water and other natural resources 
found in that area's natural landscape; and 

WHEREAS the Municipality of Tweed has passed Comprehensive Zoning By-Law 2012-30 and further 
amended it by the Cannabis Production By-Law 2018-42, limiting cannabis production facilities to rural 
industrial zoned lands with required setbacks from residential zoned properties; and 

WHEREAS the Municipality of Tweed has not been consulted by Health Canada prior to the issuance 
of licences for properties not in compliance with the Municipal zoning by-laws for a cannabis production 
facility; and 

WHEREAS the Province needs to amend legislation to establish a new Provincial Offence Act fine 
regime that creates an offence(s) when unlicenced cannabis operations break planning and 
environmental regulations, ignore Building Code requirements and build without a permit at a fine of at 
least $100,000 per offence; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Municipality of Tweed requests that immediate 
action be taken by all levels of government for medical cannabis licencing to follow similar regulations 
and guidelines as all other pharmaceutical industries; 

AND FURTHER, that the Association of Municipalities of Ontario advocate with the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities for advocation to the Government of Canada for similar regulations and 
guidelines for medical cannabis licencing in alignment with other pharmaceutical industries; 

AND FURTHER, that the distribution of medical cannabis be controlled through pharmacies in 
consistency of all other medications; 



AND FURTHER, that Health Canada withhold licencing until the potential licence holder can provide 
evidence of acceptable zoning of the intended property in question; 

AND FURTHER, that licenced locations be disclosed in advance to the municipalities hosting the 
licenced locations; and 

AND FURTHER, that this resolution be circulated to the Prime Minister of Canada, Health Canada, the 
Premier of the Province of Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Ontario Provincial 
Police, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, and all upper, lower and single tier municipalities 
within the Province of Ontario. 

Carried Defeated by a Tie Defeated 

Mayor 



October 26, 2020 

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau Health Canada 

Office of the Prime Minister Address Locator 0900C2 
80 Wellington Street  Ottawa, Ontario 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2  K1A 0K9 

The Honourable Doug Ford Ontario Provincial Police 
Premier of Ontario General Headquarters 
Legislative Building Lincoln M. Alexander Queen's Park Building 
Toronto ON M7A 1A1  777 Memorial Avenue 

Orillia, ON 
L3V 7V3 

Dear Right Honourable Prime Minister Trudeau and Premier Ford, 

Re: Illicit Cannabis Operations 

At their meeting of October 20, 2020 Norfolk County Council approved Resolution No. 6 of the Council-
In-Committee meeting of October 13, 2020 which reads as follows:  

Res. 6 

WHEREAS illicit cannabis grow operations are a significant issue in many municipalities in 
Ontario; 

AND WHEREAS there are often significant negative impacts from illicit cannabis operations upon 
surrounding communities and residents; 

AND WHEREAS the intent of legalizing cannabis was to eliminate the ‘black market’ not allow it 
to expand with relative impunity; 

AND WHEREAS Norfolk County estimates that there are approximately 70 cannabis operations 
in our municipality; 



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 

THAT the Mayor issue a letter to the Prime Minister of Canada, Premier of Ontario, Health 
Canada and the Ontario Provincial Police; 

AND THAT Norfolk County Council request that solutions to the current crisis which may include 
but are not limited to; better regulation and tracking of the prescription of cannabis in Canada 
by doctors, increased regulatory and enforcement presence by Health Canada, increased OPP 
resources, increased funding to municipalities to deal with complaints and By-Law issues 
generated by illicit cannabis grow operations; 

AND FURTHER THAT a copy of the submission by Debbie France be attached to the Mayor’s 
letter. 

Your attention to this important issue is appreciated. 

Yours Truly, 

Mayor Kristal Chopp 
Norfolk County  

cc. Toby Barrett- MPP Haldimand-Norfolk

Diane Finley – MP Haldimand-Norfolk
All Ontario Municipalities













Resolution 

Moved By ___________ _ 

Last Name Printed _,_c_·-c:A£\~_..~....,_ ____ _ 

Seconded By _________ _ 

Last Name Printed ~ t-..~'C\ . 

"'-~ 
Northumberland 

county 

Agenda 
Item Sa 

Resolution No. 
2020-10-21-321 

Council Date: October 21, 2020 

"Now Therefore Be It Resolved That Northumberland County Council provide support for 
the resolution adopted by the Township of Asphodel Norwood regarding their request that: 

• a governing body be created to regulate cannabis production; and 
• the governing body take a unified approach be taken to land use planning 

restrictions; and 
• the governing body enforce the regulations under the Cannabis Act on behalf of the 

licencing agency and ensures local authorities are in fact provided with notification of 
any licence issuance, amendment, suspension, reinstatement, or revocation within 
their region; and 

• the governing body communicates more readily with local governments; and 
• the governing body provides local government with more support; and 

Further Be It Resolved That Northumberland Council forward this resolution to all 
municipalities in Ontario, MP Philip Lawrence and MPP David Piccini (Northumberland­
Peterborough South), the Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, requesting that 
legislation be enacted to support local governments with cannabis land use management 
and enforcement issues. 11 

Recorded Vote 
Requested by ---------Councillor's Name 

Carried 

Deferred Defeated 
~---------

Warden's Signature Warden's Signature 



October 22, 2020 

The Honourable Rod Phillips 
Ministry of Finance  
Frost Building South  
7th Floor 
7 Queen’s Park Cres. 
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1Y7 
rod.phillips@pc.ola.org 

The Honourable Doug Downey 
Ministry of the Attorney General 
11th Floor 
720 Bay St. 
Toronto, ON  M7A 2S9 
doug.downey@pc.ola.org 

Subject :  Cannabis retail stores 

Dear Ministers, 

On behalf of the City of Clarence-Rockland, I am hereby requesting that the regulations 
governing the establishment of cannabis retail stores be amended in order to instruct the 
Alcohol and Gaming Commission to consider over-concentration as an evaluation criterion, 
and provide added weight to the comments of a municipality concerning matters in the 
public interest when considering the application of new stores. 

Please find attached a certified true copy of Resolution #2020-191 adopted by the Council 
of the City of Clarence-Rockland on October 19, 2020, requesting a modification to the 
regulations governing the establishment of cannabis retail stores. 

We trust that this request will be given serious consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Guy Desjardins, Mayor 

CC: All Ontario Municipalities 

Encl. 



CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF
 CLARENCE-ROCKLAND

REGULAR MEETING

RESOLUTION

Resolution: 2020-191
Title: Member's resolution presented by Councillor Mario Zanth and seconded by

Councillor Samuel Cardarelli regarding cannabis stores
Date: October 19, 2020

Moved by Mario Zanth
Seconded by Samuel Cardarelli

WHEREAS as the regulator for private cannabis retail in Ontario, the Alcohol and Gaming Commission
of Ontario (AGCO) has the authority to license, regulate and enforce the sale of recreational cannabis
in privately run stores in Ontario; and

WHEREAS on December 17, 2018, Council agreed to ‘opt-in’ to the Provincial direction to allow
Cannabis Retail to occur in the City of Clarence-Rockland; and 

WHEREAS Council considers a matter of public interest to include a 150 metre distance separation
from other Licensed Cannabis Stores, as the Board of Health has noted concerns that excessive
clustering and geographic concentration of cannabis retail outlets may encourage undesirable health
outcomes, and Economic Development and Planning are concerned that over-concentration may
cause undesirable impacts on the economic diversity of a retail streetscape including the distortion of
lease rates, economic speculation, and the removal of opportunity for other commercial businesses;
and

WHEREAS cannabis retail is a new and unproven market, and no studies or precedent exists to
determine the number or distribution of stores that can reasonably be supported by the local economy,
and it is therefore prudent to establish the means by which the AGCO, with input from a municipality,
can regulate over-concentration as the cannabis retail market evolves; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council directs the Mayor, on behalf of City Council, to write the Honourable
Rod Phillips, Minister of Finance of Ontario, and the Honourable Doug Downey, Attorney General of
Ontario, requesting the Ministry to modify the regulations governing the establishment of cannabis retail
stores to instruct the Alcohol and Gaming Commission to consider over-concentration as an evaluation
criteria, and provide added weight to the comments of a municipality concerning matters in the public



interest when considering the application of new stores; and

BE IT RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the other municipalities in Ontario.

CARRIED

______________________________________
Maryse St-Pierre
Deputy Clerk



CORPORATION DE LA CITÉ DE
CLARENCE-ROCKLAND
RÉUNION RÉGULIÈRE

RÉSOLUTION

Résolution: 2020-191
Titre: Résolution de membre présentée par le conseiller Mario Zanth et

appuyée par le conseiller Samuel Cardarelli concernant les commerces
de vente de cannabis

Date: le 19 octobre 2020

Proposée par Mario Zanth
Appuyée par Samuel Cardarelli

ATTENDU QU'en tant qu'organisme de réglementation de vente privée de cannabis en Ontario, la
Commission des alcools et des jeux de l'Ontario (CAJO) a le pouvoir d'octroyer des licences, de
réglementer et de faire respecter la vente de cannabis à des fins récréatives dans les magasins privés
de l'Ontario

ATTENDU QUE le 17 décembre 2018, le Conseil a accepté de se conformer à la directive provinciale
afin de permettre la vente au détail de cannabis dans la Cité de Clarence-Rockland ; et 

ATTENDU QUE le Conseil considère qu'il est d'intérêt public d'inclure une distance de 150 mètres de
séparation par rapport aux autres magasins de cannabis agréés, étant donné que le Conseil de la
santé a pris note des préoccupations selon lesquelles le regroupement et la concentration
géographique excessifs des points de vente de cannabis au détail peuvent encourager des résultats
indésirables pour la santé, et que le ministère du développement économique et de la planification
craint qu'une concentration excessive ne provoque des effets indésirables sur la diversité économique
d'un paysage de rue de vente au détail, notamment la distorsion des taux de location, la spéculation
économique et la suppression de possibilités pour d'autres entreprises commerciales

ATTENDU QUE la vente au détail de cannabis est un marché nouveau et non éprouvé, et qu'il n'existe
aucune étude ni aucun précédent pour déterminer le nombre ou la répartition des magasins qui
peuvent raisonnablement être soutenus par l'économie locale, et qu'il est donc prudent d'établir les
moyens par lesquels l'AGCO, avec l'aide d'une municipalité, peut réguler la surconcentration au fur et
à mesure de l'évolution du marché de la vente au détail de cannabis; par conséquent

QU'IL SOIT RÉSOLU QUE le conseil municipal demande au maire, au nom du conseil municipal,



d'écrire à l'honorable Rod Phillips, ministre des Finances de l'Ontario, et à l'honorable Doug Downey,
procureur général de l'Ontario, pour demander au ministère de modifier les règlements régissant
l'établissement de magasins de vente au détail de cannabis afin de donner instruction à la Commission
des alcools et des jeux de considérer la surconcentration comme un critère d'évaluation, et de donner
plus de poids aux commentaires d'une municipalité concernant les questions d'intérêt public lorsqu'elle
examine la demande de nouveaux magasins; et

QU'IL SOIT RÉSOLU QU'une copie de cette résolution soit acheminée aux autres municipalités de
l'Ontario. 

ADOPTÉE

______________________________________
Maryse St-Pierre
Greffière adjointe




