From: Bram Cotton

To: Scott Luey; Gary Long

Cc: Amber LaPointe

Subject: FW: Support for improved broadband access in Port Colborne
Date: February 26, 2021 1:28:19 PM

Attachments:

Scott and Gary,
Please find attached and below my discussions with Rogers from earlier today.

They are looking for a letter of support as they submit their bid for the matching funding from the
feds.

They would like something whether it be from the Mayor a resolution from council by the 15t of
March.

| understand that this would be tough with our meetings being set as they are.

They are requesting it as they want to bring in fibre that would bring our underserviced areas
identified as about 1000 homes better access. These are areas the new SWIFT Announcement did
not impact.

For our future prosperity | think we should try and help them get this funding to support PC.

| can ask the BIA and Chamber for letters as well but | wanted your input with our processes the way
they are.

Best Regards
Bram

Bram Cotton

Economic Development Officer
Office of the CAO

City of Port Colborne
905-835-2901 x.504
905-359-2248 cell

www.portcolborne.ca

Serving You to Create an Even Better Community

For up-to-date information about how the City is responding to COVID-19, including facility closures
and service disruptions, visit http://portcolborne.ca/page/covid-19
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Rogers proposes to improve broadband service in the City of Port Colborne through an
application to the Universal Broadband Fund (UBF)

Government
of Canada

i

Gouvernement
du Canada

On November 9th, 2020 the Federal Government announced the launch of the

application portal for the $1.75 billion Universal Broadband Fund (UBF). The goal of

the fund is to bring high-speed Internet to 98% of Canadians by 2026.
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Technological Overview of the Proposal
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Technology Speed Future Proof Coverage Timeline
Able to adapt to
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' Looking to run fibre along Underserved Roads
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Why Port Colborne?

A intensely underserved community of
more than 1,000 homes

A natural expansion

Community Impact

Investment is at no cost to the City or residents

Rogers will work with the City on permitting, aligning construction if possible, attaching to poles, burials

Fibre plan could also connect local businesses in underserved areas

Speeds of 1Gbps will be available and provide access to Rogers full suite of products
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How we can work together and next steps

Provide a letter of support to Rogers that we can submit with our application to the Universal
Broadband Fund

% Letters of support can come from community members, municipalities, anchor institutions, Band councils or
others who can demonstrate the social and economic impacts that will result from a successful project.

% Letters need to name specific, tangible, and expected benefits within and around your community.

% Letters should avoid presenting general benefits that could apply to any broadband project and instead
speak to specifics.

% In connection with each letter we must provide a name and point of contact.

% We are happy to provide you a template letter with further information on what to include in the letters’
content.

Work with us and help us get to know your community

% Community partnership and collaboration are key to executing a successful broadband expansion project. UBF
applications which demonstrate this spirit are more likely to receive funding.

% In addition to a letter attesting support for our application letters demonstrating agreements around permitting,
in kind support or other funding are also helpful.

% Demonstrating the economic impact of this project is key to success, the opportunity to hold further discussions
with you and businesses in your community is most welcome.









(On letterhead)





Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada

235 Queen Street 

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0H5





Re: Improving access to Broadband in Port Colborne, ON





To whom it may concern,

[bookmark: _GoBack]
I am writing in support of Rogers Communications Canada Inc.’s (“Rogers”) application for funding under the Universal Broadband Fund to improve broadband coverage in Port Colborne, Ontario.



This application will extend broadband capabilities with speeds of at least 75 Mbps download and 10 Mbps upload up to a symmetrical gig to the community providing residents and businesses with better access to government services, e-commerce, and Internet-based resources to stay ahead of the technology and e-learning curve.  



 [Insert specific, tangible, and expected benefits a project is likely to provide within and around its targeted community.  This could include, but is not limited to, how the project will:

· The Rogers ‘leave no home behind’ build strategy and commitment to bringing broadband to entire areas of underserved homes is a game changer for our region

· Impact the community’s economic growth, social development, resiliency, employment, ongoing viability and/or capacity to recover from the Covid-19 pandemic and its economic effects.

· Improve access to essential services, including tele-health, distance learning, social inclusiveness, and telework;

· Facilitate participation in the digital economy by underrepresented groups, including women, persons who are 2SLGBTQ, First Nations, Inuit and Métis communities, living in OLMCs, belonging to a visible minority, children, seniors, or persons with disabilities;

· Connect institutions, including schools, libraries, hospitals, and other social services or community institutions, and/or enhance the services these institutions deliver;

· Connect or facilitate the development of small businesses or entrepreneurship;

· Connect or facilitate industrial applications; and

· Contribute to governmental efforts such as Canada’s Poverty Reduction Strategy, Canada’s Homelessness Strategy, Indigenous Community Development National Strategy, Women Entrepreneurship Strategy or the Action Plan for Official Languages.]



In support of Rogers application, we will look to:

	[Insert as applicable]

· Ensure timely and expedient processing of permitting



I support Rogers in its application to bring broadband to my community and request that you grant funding to Rogers’ to fulfill this initiative.



Sincerely,





Name 

Title

Address 

Date
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