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SENT VIA E-MAIL
Attention: Hon. Neil Lumsden, Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport

RE: Changes to the Municipal Heritage Register

Please be advised that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Grimsby at its

meeting held on February 6, 2023 passed the following resolution:

WHEREAS the Municipal Heritage Register is an important tool for the preservation and
protection of cultural heritage properties within the Town of Grimsby and throughout the

province of Ontario;

WHEREAS cultural heritage properties are those which have potential cultural heritage
value or interest but have yet to been formally evaluated as per the process prescribed

in the Ontario Heritage Act;

WHEREAS listed properties are labelled as such as they are ‘listed’ in the Town of
Grimsby's Municipal Heritage Register, which identifies all municipally-recognized

cultural heritage resources;

WHEREAS the Municipal Heritage Register allows municipalities to regulate demolition
on properties protected under section 27 of the Ontario Heritage Act, ensuring that their

cultural heritage value is preserved for future generations;

WHEREAS “listing” a property on the municipal heritage register recognizes a

property’s cultural heritage value, and is generally less complex, time-consuming, and


mailto:bdunk@grimsby.ca

economically burdensome to local municipalities than pursuing the designation of a
property as outlined within the existing process, which requires extensive research and

documentation;

WHEREAS the “listing” of properties on the Municipal Heritage Register provides a
measure of protection, ensuring that these properties cannot be demolished without the

approval of the municipality;

WHEREAS it is important to list properties of cultural heritage value or interest,
including those that are not currently designated, in order to ensure their preservation

for future generations;

WHEREAS the 60-day demolition provision in the Ontario Heritage Act provides a short
time frame for the municipality to consider the heritage value of a property before it may

be demolished;

WHEREAS the new requirements of the Ontario Heritage Act mandate the assessment

of an unreasonable amount of resources for a local municipality within a 2-year timeline;

WHEREAS the new requirement of removal after the 2-year anniversary leaves

resources exposed, and unprotected for up to 5 years;

WHEREAS the new requirements do not allow the municipality to further assess our
nationally significant resources, more specifically resources connected to the War of
1812, our indigenous communities and culture, people of colour, LGBTQ+, and impacts

our community’s commitment to ensure preservation of our inclusive history.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Town of Grimsby addresses
this resolution to the government of the Province of Ontario, affirming the importance of
the Municipal Heritage Register and its role in preserving the cultural heritage of

municipalities throughout the province;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Council of the Town of Grimsby encourages the
government of the Province of Ontario to make changes to the Ontario Heritage Act
which promote the retention and expansion of the Municipal Heritage Register, including



the listing of properties of cultural heritage value or interest that are not currently

designated,;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Council of the Town of Grimsby encourages the

government of the Province of Ontario to change the Ontario Heritage Act to protect the
60-day demolition provision indefinitely, rather than for a maximum of 2 years in order to
provide adequate time for the municipality to consider the heritage value of properties

before they may be demolished,;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Council of the Town of Grimsby circulate this
notice of motion to the municipalities of Ontario for endorsement and circulation to the

Province.
If you require any additional information, please let me know.

Regards,

G

Bonnie Nistico-Dunk
Town Clerk

cc.  All Ontario Municipalities



